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The power of the federal government to regulate interstate commerce! gives it control over motor vehicles engaged in business 
between one state and another in the same degree as such control exists as to any other class of vehicles engaged in the same 


occupation.” Examples of such federal regulation include the Motor Vehicle Safety Act? whose purpose is to reduce traffic 
accidents and deaths and injuries from traffic accidents.’ The Act states that it is necessary to prescribe motor vehicle safety 
standards for motor vehicles and motor vehicle equipment in interstate commerce," and to carry out needed safety research 
and development. The Highway Safety Act establishes various programs and improvements, ’ including in-vehicle alcohol 
detection device research." The National Driver Registry Act establishes a central national clearinghouse for information on 


drivers,” and the National Motor Vehicle Title Information System establishes a national clearinghouse of information on motor 
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vehicle titles. There are also statutes requiring state participation in an international registration plan and an international fuel 


tax agreement. !! Congress has also enacted legislation dealing with theft prevention of motor vehicles. 12 In addition, under 
federal law the Secretary of Transportation must maintain a program for developing consumer information on passenger motor 


vehicles. !? In this connection, it should also be remembered that the purpose of the Consumer Product Safety Act is to protect the 
public against unreasonable risks of injury associated with consumer products, to assist consumers in evaluating the comparative 
safety of consumer products, to develop uniform safety standards for consumer products and to minimize conflicting state and 


local regulations, and to promote research and investigation into the cause and prevention of product-related deaths, illnesses, 


and injuries. Is 


There is also a statute providing for the withholding of apportionments to states that do not meet specified requirements regarding 


the operation of motor vehicles by intoxicated minors. x 


Congress, in the exercise of its power to regulate interstate commerce, can require a municipality to permit interstate commerce 


by motor vehicles to pass over its streets. lo However, Congress has no general power to enact police regulations operative 
within the territorial limits of a state, and it generally cannot take the power to enact such regulations from the states or attempt 


any supervision over regulations of the states established under the police power. 17 Nonetheless, once it is assumed that the 
general subject of a controversy is properly within the scope of the enumerated powers granted to the federal government, that 


government has broad powers to prescribe police regulations concerning such subjects just as a state government would have 


concerning a subject within its reserved powers. m 


The federal government, through Acts of Congress, may regulate and control the operation of motor vehicles insofar as they are 
acting as governmental agencies in performing governmental functions or duties. 1? In this regard, there are statutes authorizing 
the establishment of pools and transportation systems for government motor vehicles, ^? and statutes providing safety standards 


for motor vehicles acquired by the federal government.” ! 


Congress has properly delegated to the commissioners of the District of Columbia the power to regulate the movement of 


vehicles on the public streets thereof. 
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